June 8, 2018

Your wrap-up of the week’s news from LVHN.

Recapping a Busy Spring

As spring is winding down and summer approaches, I hope
you are planning some time off to spend with family and
friends. We all need time to recharge our batteries. As we move
toward the end of our fiscal year, there continues to be a flurry of
activity at LVH–Schuylkill.
Memorial Day – LVHN again presented a program to honor our
veterans, active duty and reservist on May 24. This very moving
program pays respect to all those who have or continue to serve
to protect our freedoms. It particularly focuses on those who gave
the ultimate sacrifice for this great country. We were also honored
with a veteran patient who requested to participate in the program.
I want to thank all who attended and all of my veteran colleagues
for their service.
Nurses’ and Hospital Week – In May, we had the opportunity
to thank nursing colleagues the week of May 7, followed by a
week-long celebration recognizing all hospital colleagues during the
week of May 14. Some highlights included lunch, free lunch bags,
ice cream sundaes and popcorn. I hope you had the opportunity
to celebrate with us. We appreciate all you do every day for the
patients and families we serve.
Cafeteria refresh – We completed a refresh of the LVH–
Schuylkill E. Norwegian Street cafeteria this spring. A fresh coat of
paint, and new tables and chairs have given the cafeteria a new
look. I would like to thank our Sodexo partners for their help and
guidance to complete this project. Please stop in and see our new
look.
Single license – Much work has been done over the past 90
days to move LVH–Schuylkill to a single operating license. That
work resulted in us becoming one licensed facility on May 26. We
are now one hospital with two campuses. While this will not appear

any different to most of our colleagues, I would like to recognize
the significant amount of work completed by colleagues across
the health network to accomplish this very important project. As
with any project of this magnitude, there will be bumps in the road.
Please be assured the team remains engaged until all the bumps
have been eliminated.
Campus integration phase 2 – Construction continues.
Work is being completed on the third floor of the LVH–Schuylkill
S. Jackson Street campus. When completed in mid-summer, our
senior behavioral health unit and Advanced Wound Center will be
relocated. This will open the east campus’ 4 south wing for our
new Family and Newborn Birth Center. Check the cafeteria bulletin
boards for updates.
Lehigh Valley Cancer Institute – We’re excited to announce
the coming of the LVH–Schuylkill Cancer Center this summer. The
Cancer Center will be part of Lehigh Valley Cancer Institute and will
bring the latest in cancer care to Schuylkill County. The institute’s
membership in the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Alliance
brings access to clinical trials that were previously not available in
the region. We are pleased to continue our efforts to provide the
highest quality care close to home.
Visit the intranet – Our intranet is a great place to get updates
on what is happening around LVHN. You will find information and
resources that will help you as you further our mission to heal,
comfort and care.
In closing, I would like to thank you for the hard work you do
each and every day to care for the people of our community.
Your commitment allows us to continue to grow and improve the
services we provide. I wish you and your family a safe and happy
summer season.

ABOUT ME: My name is Bill Reppy, MBA, and I am proud to be President of LVH–Schuylkill. I previously
served as Chief Operating Officer at LVH–Hazleton. My career has been in operations, diagnostic imaging
and county government. I’m a veteran of the U.S. Navy. Schuylkill County has been home for me and my
family all my life. My goal is to see every colleague exhibit PRIDE behaviors as we heal, comfort and care.
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LVHN Has an App for That

If you’ve ever sat in a waiting room during a loved one’s
surgery, you know the wait for updates and information
can be an excruciatingly nerve-wracking experience.
Keeping loved ones connected and informed during a patient’s
surgery or other medical procedure is the goal of a new program
introduced this week at LVH–Schuylkill, LVH–Hazleton and
LVH–Pocono.
EASE (Electronic Access to Surgical Events) provides updates
from the operating room to a mobile device such as a cellphone
or tablet. It is HIPAA and HITECH compliant and offers families
and friends an update on a loved one’s procedure.

SAFE AND SECURE

EASE abides by the same health care regulations (HIPAA and
HITECH) that hospitals use to keep protected health information
safe. EASE also uses 256-bit encryption (the same level of
security used by banks and credit card companies) to protect all
communications. Plus, just like the popular photo-sharing app
Snapchat, once a picture or video is received, loved ones have
60 seconds of viewing time before the update disappears with
nothing being stored on either the sending or receiving devices.
We introduced EASE on Wednesday, and our patients and
family members have really liked it. “Many family members
have already taken advantage of this service and are sharing
news about it with their extended family and friends,” says
Jane Plachko, RN, Director of Surgical Services. “It has

been a plus for patient and
family communication and
satisfaction, and contributes
to the overall patient
experience.”

HOW IT WORKS

Simply download the
EASE app from either
the Apple or Android
store. After registration,
a unique EASE code
is generated, which
your LVH–Schuylkill care provider
will scan to create a secure connection to send
updates during the procedure. LVH–Schuylkill surgical colleagues
can assist patients and loved ones.

HERE’S WHAT EASE USERS ARE SAYING:

 Love it. It was great!
 I think this is a great new thing.
 Updates during surgery to family and friends are so important!
Users also told us they found the app very easy to use. They
say it enhances their experience here at LVH–Schuylkill and
increases the likelihood of them recommending LVH–Schuylkill
to others.

Auxiliary Dedicated to Supporting our Hospital
Members of the Lehigh Valley Hospital–Schuylkill Auxiliary
gathered this week to welcome new officers, present
scholarships and to donate funds to the hospital. Members
presented LVH–Schuylkill President Bill Reppy with a $115,000
check. Each year, the Auxiliary donates the proceeds from its

many events such as the Annual Gala, Little Red Dress, Cancer
Dinner, Boujolais Nuveau, Gift Shop and others. “We are so very
grateful for all the Auxiliary does to help our hospital and ultimately
our patients,” Reppy says.

The new Auxiliary officers are (l-r) Dorothy Stangl, President, Rosie
Raring (standing in for Angela Pasco) President-Elect, Joan Deiter,
Vice President, Millie Scarbinsky, Recording Secretary, Joan Rothermel,
Corresponding Secretary, and Hermine Murphy, Treasurer.

With LVH–Schuylkill President Bill Reppy are Tree of Love scholarship
recipients (l-r) Mary Toolen, Corey Pronio and Marissa Klinger, School
Director Lynne Hausman, and Outgoing Auxiliary President Mary Hauck.
The Tree of Love generates $500 dollar nursing scholarships for students
of the Joseph F. McCloskey School of Nursing.
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LVHN Daily Coming to LVH–Schuylkill
LVHN Daily is an everyday source for LVHN news online. It
is currently available to colleagues who work in the Lehigh Valley
and Hazleton. In July, we’ll take an important step forward by
making LVHN Daily – and the news in every region – accessible to
colleagues throughout LVHN. It’s another move in the process to
fully integrate our health network.
LVHN Daily will contain the news and information you need
and so much more. You’ll be able to watch videos and see more
photos of colleagues. You’ll also be able to comment on stories,
and submit stories, photos and videos of your own that show why
you are #LVHNProud. LVHN Daily also makes it easy to find LVHN
information on our social media sites so you can share it with
people in your social network. Remember to use #LVHNProud.
When LVHN Daily launches, you will access it by simply clicking
the LVHN Daily icon on the intranet home page. After it launches,
you will receive a new version of LVHN Weekly via email every
Friday. It will be different than the magazine-style version you
receive now. The new LVHN Weekly will be completely electronic
and contain headlines that link to the week’s stories on LVHN Daily.
LVHN Weekly will contain both network and site-specific news.
This is the latest of many steps we’ve taken to enhance
communication at LVHN.
W
 e recently made social media accessible on LVHN computers
so colleagues can advocate for our health network at work.

LVHN
DAILY

Your everyday source for LVHN news.

 We introduced the hashtag #LVHNProud, which all colleagues
are encouraged to use when interacting and sharing LVHN news
on their social media accounts.
 As part of a new program, Colleague Ambassadors are sharing
important news and information with colleagues and community
members. Watch a video of Ambassadors talking about what it
means to wear the LVHN badge.
Even more exciting things are on the horizon. Soon, all colleagues
will receive a survey about colleague communication. It’s your
opportunity to share feedback about how you receive LVHN news
and information now, as well as your ideas about how we can
enhance communication at LVHN in the future.
When all colleagues are well informed about the exciting things
happening at LVHN, we can move forward together and make
LVHN even stronger. We are #LVHNProud.

Advanced Wound Center Construction Continues
Advanced Wound Center colleagues are observing what will be their
last National Wound Care Week at LVH–Schuylkill E. Norwegian Street.
Meanwhile, construction remains on track at LVH–Schuylkill S. Jackson Street,
where crews are building a new senior behavioral health unit and Advanced Wound
Center. Both are scheduled to open later this summer. “We are very excited about
the progress of the project and are eager to transition into our new home,” says
Scott Stephenson, Advance Wound Center Program Director.
Fueled by an aging population and increasing rates of diseases and conditions
such as diabetes, obesity and the late effects of radiation therapy, it is estimated that
chronic wounds affect some 6.7 million people in the U.S. alone. If left untreated,
chronic wounds can lead to diminished quality of life and possibly amputation of the
affected limb.
Our new Advanced Wound Center will expand to five treatment rooms and offer
two hyperbaric oxygen chambers. Services are offered Monday through Friday by
appointment. For questions or additional information, call the Advanced Wound
Center at 570-621-4380.
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Get Your Passport
Get active this summer. Schuylkill
County Vision’s “Healthy Communities
2018” invites you to participate in
many walking activities scheduled
over the summer. There are more than
60 scheduled walks and many others
that you may do on your own.
Complete 20 events and you will
receive a gift from local businesses.
Each completed passport will be
entered into a grand prize drawing
in early September. Details can be
found at schuylkillvision.com. Call
570-622-6097 if you have questions.
LVH–Schuylkill partners with
Schuylkill County Vision in many programs and events that help advance
our mission to heal, comfort and care.

